Lifestram summary
Working in my usual back to front style I have decided to construct this summary before writing up my last few weekly summaries. A bit like writing the conclusion first before you start the essay – most English teachers would advise this approach and it really does help clarify main points and arguments.
So, lifestreaming…. Mmm, what has it meant to me? In the first few weeks of the course I just didn’t get it. This in part was due to me trying to get to grips with the technology ie setting up the feeds etc but also I immediately felt pressurized to contribute and add items and information even although I didn’t feel ready to do so. 

This had quite a profound effect on me and almost from the beginning I felt insecure and questioned my ability and I felt that I didn’t really want to participate in the digital environment – twitter in particular. Why would I want to talk to myself? Who would be interested in whether I was tired and stressed or having a glass of wine? 
I felt quite disillusioned because if this was what lifestreaming was about I don’t think it was what I had anticipated. The irony in this for me is that I was so excited at the prospect of doing this module because my work and life needed to be aggregated in some way so as to give me a sense of clarity and control and here  I was embarking on the course and feeling even less in control of my personal environment. 

In addition to this I have had real difficulty engaging with all the environments because I had an eye operation 8 weeks ago and subsequently developed some complications which has had major impact on my ability to be on the computer for any length of time. This is the main reason why I find myself “ catching up” 

It is a students privilege “to catch up” and I’m sure if we are honest most of us do this. But I didn’t feel this was the case for our student group. Everyone seemed so organised and ‘current’ whilst I could not really manage to be ‘current.’ 
So this online environment was for me extremely restrictive because the technology  recorded postings chronologically which meant that you could not post retrospectively  unless you ‘set up’ a blank post on the day it was due to be written.  

This was so difficult to cope with I felt  there was no flexibility. The implication here is that if you didn’t post ‘on time ‘ you may be penalised.  So I  set up a couple of blank posts and gave them relevant title so that I could return and write up when I felt I had the time or more importantly something valuable to say. I felt really out of control. 
Coming back to current times I had particular difficulty with Twitter.  I really struggled with the idea of talking to myself. Yeh, ok, I wasn’t really talking to myself but rather talking to my peers, my tutors, and, well, the world! But I was, talking to myself wasn’t I? I still can’t figure out what I was doing with twitter. 

I had this over riding thought, who on earth would be interested in what I was doing. I also believe this kind of thinking is tied up with self esteem and would be an interesting theme to explore in the future. 

I have to say whilst this is an end of course summary I really feel I am only just beginning my journey into  the often surreal experiences that seem to be such a core part of exploring the virtual world.  “I have had to learn to engage so that I can engage to learn” (Ferguson, Lesley 2009) - couldn’t resist this one!  
Note - Oh and I have found some links I forgot to add so am going to do it now 
Lesley   



To discover that John Locke had the same problem was wonderful and so interesting to read about. (http://www.jstor.org/pss/3654271)
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This form of note taking  and recording of conversations and information has origins in the leagal system has now http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/urich14&div=15&id=&page=  
http://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=OGeEdRJSkY8C&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=commonplacing&ots=2f1w2fvvfM&sig=rQCXp-9eMvF5u_xyVRBaWD77sVI#v=onepage&q=&f=false
has evolved to the 20th century as life streaming. So would John Locke like the way commonplacing has evolved? I wonder if people then had the same concerns and worries as I was having? Interesting thoughts.  Who was responsible for making reinventing or evolving lifestreaming?
Weeks 1, 2, 3, and 4 were for me a bit of a blur and this has undoubtedly reflected in my summaries. My thoughts over the last couple of weeks were that I really should go back in time and re write or at least add more coherent information to them but that would defeat the purpose of their purpose – which would have been I imagine, to chart the progress of learning and understanding. 
So with this in mind I decided to leave the summaries from early weeks alone but to add commentary about my thoughts and experiences on these early weeks in later summaries. 

It seems to me that I had to learn to think differently. I had to “ learn to engage so that I could engage to learn” (Lesley Ferguson 2009 - couldn’t resist this, sorry, just my sens of humour!)with the multiple virtual environments more confidently. I had to learn to appreciate that perhaps others were interested in what I had to say or what I was doing as I discovered I was of other people. I was really interested in seeing how other students set up and contributed to their blogs and summaries and enjoyed looking at their pictures and graphics and I got loads of ideas from every student on the course. I gained so much from being this experience. I had favourites and followed them regularly.  From this stance lifestreaming as freely available source of information and ideas  was fantastic resource for fostering community spirit.  It was really comporting  on one hand to be able to follow others on their journey but also it was particularly scary because some people seemed really suused and knowledgeable
I recall thinking …..” gosh, that’s a bit random!” when reading a lifestream post belonging to another student. Had I missed something?  Had there been a whole discussion on this uncanny topic that I had slept through(a wee tribute to Sian here hope you don’t mind me using your word or is itr strictly speaking an neologism??). No there hadn’t been this was just the nature of lifestreaming – a group of people sharing sometimes random thoughts – ok they were course related but nevertheless random! Still not really sure of the value of this. 
I did gain confidence over the weeks and found myself comfortable – after checking out what others had done I might add, to try to have a more virtual presence so that I could share  a wee bit of my life with others. So deciding which feeds to use was not difficult at first – I stuck to what I knew, Delicious, and… Delicious, yes, that was it I’m afraid. OK I did use more feeds than this but  I wasn’t really comfortable especially when considering the use of images – which ironaclly is so crucial to the whole experience. 

Back to basics – the application to learning –fanstastic but needs proper training,

,

Learning in a way which was completely novel and really scary and quite undermining at times. 
had to learn to think differently, 
I was not using these environments merely as a tool but as a learning tool 

